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Art Unit: 2167 

DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action corresponds to application 10/815,074 and Applicant's 
remarks/amendments made thereto submitted on 1/22/2007. 

Response to Amendments 
Claims 1-7, 9, 14, and 16-21 have been amended and claims 22-26 have been 
subsequently added. Claims 1-26 have been examined and are pending prosecution. 

Drawings 

With Applicant's amendments made to the specification, the Examiner submits that the 
previous objections to the drawings are overcome. Accordingly the drawings are now accepted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
Applicant's amendments to claim 17 have over come the USC 112 antecedent basis 
rejection previously stated. Accordingly, this rejection is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
The Examiner thanks Applicant for correcting and/or explaining the claims under the 
previous 35 USC 101 rejection. Accordingly the rejection is withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Barrett et al. 
('Barrett 5 hereafter) (U.S. Patent Application 2003/0135490). Barrett teaches the claims in the 
following drawing references of figures 1-2 and the following cited paragraphs. 

With respect to claim 1, Barrett teaches a computer implemented method for ranking a 
collection of information associated with a plurality of search queries, comprising: 

identifying an input signal indicating an interest in a first piece of information in the 
collection (0004 of page 2 ? 0005, and figure 2); 

determining a search query associated with the first piece of information (figure 2, 0043, 
Information A and Ql for example); 

determining a search query associated with a second piece of information from the 
collection (figure 2, 0043, 0046, Info C and Q4 for example); 

determining whether the search query associated with the first piece of information and 
the search query associated with the second piece of information are the same (0046-0047, 
0053); and 

if the search query associated with the first piece of information and the search query 
associated with the second piece of information are the same (0046-0047, determining query 
similarity and relevance to one another), 
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determining a score for the second piece of information based at least in part on the input 
signal (0009, 0043, and Enhanced Popularity Score (EPS)), and 

ranking at least some of the collection of information based on the score (top of 0041 on 
page 5, 0047-0049 ad 20 of figure 1 ). 

With respect to claim 2, Barrett teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the input signal 
indicates a selection of the first piece of information (0004). 

With respect to claim 3, Barrett teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the input signal 
comprises lack of selection of the first piece of information for at least a specified amount of 
time where the first piece of information is displayed to the user (0012, step 16). 

With respect to claim 4, Barrett teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the input signal 
comprises user activity associated with the first piece of information (0004, user clicking). 

With respect to claim 5, Barrett the method of claim 4, wherein the user activity 
comprises one or more of viewing duration, scrolling, mouse movement, selection of links from 
the piece of information, saving, printing, and bookmarking (0012, step 16). 

With respect to claim 6, Barrett teaches the method of claim 4, wherein the input signal 
further comprises user activity associated with articles linked from the first piece of information 
(0012, step 12 and figure 1). 
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With respect to claim 7, Barrett teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the input signal 
comprises selecting a user interface object associated with negative interest in the first piece of 
information (0004, clicking a link). 

With respect to claim 8, Barrett teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the input signal 
comprises a user rating (0005 use rate and 0037 feedback). 

With respect to claim 9, Barrett teaches the method of claim 1, wherein one of the 
plurality of search queries comprises one of query type, query term, application, type of 
application, article type, and event type (0010, 0013, and 0037). 

With respect to claim 10, Barrett teaches the method of claim 9, wherein the query type 
comprises one of current sentence, current paragraph, text near the cursor, extracted terms, and 
identified entries (0010). 

With respect to claim 11, Barrett teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the score . 
comprises a relevance score (0013). 

With respect to claim 12, Barrett teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the score 
comprises a popularity score (0043, EPS). 

With respect to claim 13, Barrett teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising 
increasing a refresh rate of a content display (0016-0019 and 0053). 
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With respect to claim 14, Barrett teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the input signal 
is a first input signal and the interest is a first interest, further comprising: 

receiving a second input signal indicating a second interest in a third piece of information 
(0012, figure 1, selecting more information); and 

varying a refresh rate of a content display based at least in part on the duration between 
receiving the first input signal and the second input signal (0053, clicking behavior). 

With respect to claim 15, Barrett teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the input signal 
comprises multiple input signals (0041, tracking clicks). 

With respect to claim 16, Barrett teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising 
associating a weight with the search query associated with the first piece of information (0041, 
figure 2, Ql and EPS). 

With respect to claim 17, Barrett teaches the method of claim 16, wherein the weight is 
updated based at least in part on the input signal (0048). 

With respect to claim 18, Barrett teaches a computer program product having a computer 
readable medium having a computer program instructions tangibly embodied thereon for ranking 
a collection of information associated with a plurality of search queries the computer program 
instructions comprising instructions for: 
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identifying an input signal indicating an interest in a first piece of information in the 
collection (0004 of page 2, 0 0 05, and figure 2); 

determining a search query associated with the first piece of information; 

determining a search query associated with a second piece of information from the 
collection (figure 2, 0043, Information A and Ql for example); 

determining whether the search query associated with the first piece of information from 
the collection (figure 2, 0043, 0046, Info C and Q4 for example); 

determining whether the search query associated with the first piece of information and 
the search query associated with the second piece of information are the same (0046-0047, 
0053); and 

if the search query associated with the first piece of information and the search query 
associated with the second piece of information are the same (0046-0047), determining query 
similarity and relevance to one another), 

determining a score for the second piece of information based at least in part on the input 
signal (0009, 0043, and Enhanced Popularity Score (EPS)), and 

ranking at least some of the collection of information based on the score (top of 0041 on 
page 5, 0047-0049 ad 20 of figure 1). 

With respect to claim 19, Barrett teaches the computer program product of claim 18, the 
computer program instructions further comprising instructions for increasing a refresh rate of a 
content display (0016-0019 and 0053). 
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With respect to claim 20, Barrett teaches the computer program product of claim 18, the 
computer program wherein the input signal is a first input signal and the interest is a first interest 
the computer program instructions further comprising instructions for: 

receiving a second input signal indicating a second interest in a third piece of information 
(0012, figure 1, selecting more information); and 

varying a refresh rate of a context display based at least in part on the duration between 
receiving the first input signal and the second input signal (0053, clicking behavior). 

With respect to claim 21, Barrett teaches the computer program product of claim 18, the 
computer program instructions further comprising instructions associating a weight with the 
search query associated with the first piece of information (0041, figure 2, Ql and EPS). 

With respect to claim 22, Barrett teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the first and 
second pieces of information comprise an article identifier (001 1, i.e. a link). 

With respect to claim 23. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
generating the plurality of search queries (0037, query family); and 
adding information from results of the plurality of search queries into the collection 
(figure 2). 

With respect to claim 24, Barrett teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising 
displaying the ranked collection of information in a ranked order (0043). 
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With respect to claim 25, Barrett teaches a computer program product having a computer- 
readable medium having computer program instructions tangible embodied thereon, the 
computer program instructions comprising instructions for: 

receiving results for a plurality of search queries (figure 2); 

identifying a user input indicating an interest in a first piece of information in the results 

(0004); 

determining a search query of the plurality of queries associated with the first piece of 
information (figure 2, Ql and Information A for example); 

identifying a second piece of information in the results and associated with the search 
query (figure 2, Information B-C for example); 

determining a score for the second piece of information based at least in part on the user 
input (figure 2 and 0046-0047); and 

ranking at least some of the results based on the score (top of 0041 on page 5, 0047-0049 
ad 20 of figure 1). 

With respect to claim 26, Barrett teaches the computer program product of claim 25, the 
computer program instructions further comprising instructions for: 
receiving a user input (0047); and 

generating the plurality of search queries based on the user input (0043 and 0047). 
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Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-26 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The Examiner submits that Barrett teaches or suggest 
the above limitations. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. U.S. Patent 6,006,222 issued to Culliss on 12/21/1999. The subject matter disclosed 
therein pertains to the pending claims (i.e. relating results to separate queries). 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action .is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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